The very weak scattering of light by molecules (the Raman Effect, discovered in
1928) has recently emerged as the basis of a powerful technique for identifying
and characterising pigments and dyes in art and archaeoloygy. By studying
pigments on old manuscripts, papyri and ceramics many questions of great
historical, conservational and cultural interest can be answered. A firm scientific
basis now exists for detecting forgeries. Rarely has scientific technique made
such an impact on seemingly unrelated disciplines.

The lecture will be illustrated by reference o key illuminated manuscripts,
paintings, icons, papyri, stuccoes and postage stamps.
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