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New Zealand’s forests are not renowned for exuberant displays of vermilion. Cockayne himself commented that the ‘beautiful coloration of leaves exhibited by many trees of the Northern Hemisphere cannot be expected in a vegetation whose trees are nearly all evergreen.’  Nevertheless, the same pigments that adorn the dying leaves of deciduous trees are abundant in shoots and roots throughout our flora, and these have begun to yield intriguing scientific stories.  Far from being an extravagance without a purpose, the crimsons, carmines, purples and pinks have been implicated in a variety of vital functions, and are currently attracting keen attention from scientists worldwide.  In some instances, the pigments serve as visual signals that warn approaching herbivores that the plants are well defended. In others, they effectively camouflage shoots against the background colours of the forest understory.  Red pigments also appear to protect plants from the onslaught of numerous environmental stressors such as strong light, UVB, drought, and free radical attacks.  My talk will use interactive digital technologies and involve audience participation to unravel these unique New Zealand stories.

Room S.G.01 is in S block. Entry is easiest through either Gate 1 on Knighton Rd or Gate 8 on Hillcrest Rd. A campus map is available at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/contacts/map.pdf. There is no charge for this event.
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