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To use the words of a number of internationally renowned conservation advocates, the Maungatautari Ecological Island Project is one of the most significant and audacious community-driven ecological restoration projects undertaken anywhere in the world over the last two decades. The idea to build a pest exclusion fence around the 3400ha Maungatautari Mountain in the heart of the Waikato and eradicate all of the pests was first conceived in 1999. Over the following 8 years the community surrounding the maunga were sold on the idea; the unproven pest exclusion fence technology was refined and field tested so that it could exclude all mammalian pest species found in New Zealand; $14 million dollars were raised; the longest (45km) multi-species pest exclusion fence in New Zealand (and probably the world) was built; and 14 of 15 pest species were effectively eradicated from inside the fence. 

This presentation tells the story of Maungatautari through an ecologist’s eyes, and is told by someone who has been intimately involved with the project since the very beginning. The presenter will discuss why this project has been, and continues to be, so very important from an ecological restoration perspective and will reveal how substantial the ecological recovery has been over a very short period, despite the political wrangling, financial challenges and negative press. 

Roger MacGibbon is a professional restoration ecologist who has worked in the field of conservation, pest animal control and eradication, and the restoration of damaged habitat and landscapes for over 25 years. He has owned and operated his own practice for most of those years but is now Principal Ecologist for Opus International Consultants in Hamilton.

Roger was a member of the team that designed and developed the pest exclusion fence that has been built around Maungatautari and managed the Xcluder Pest Proof Fencing Company through the construction of the 45km fence around the mountain and a further 60 km of fence elsewhere in New Zealand and in Hawaii. He has been an adviser to several pest fence projects around the country on pest eradication, biodiversity management and exclusion fence management and continues to provide design, planning and project management support to restoration projects around the world.
Room S.G.01 is in S block. Entry is easiest through either Gate 1 on Knighton Rd or Gate 8 on Hillcrest Rd. A campus map is available at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/contacts/map.pdf. There is no charge for this event.
